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into abeyance. Such an abeyance may on the advice of the Com-
mittee of Privileges of the House of Lords, which on reference from
the Crown decides claims to existing peerages, be terminated by the
Crown in favour of one co-heir, or in process of time may become
vested in one descendant of the last holder of the peerage. The
House of Lords has during the present century resolved to restrict
drastically the practice of advising the termination of abeyances. A
dispute as to the right of a newly-created peer to sit is determined
by the House itself, acting through the Committee of Privileges,
Special
Remainders.
Where a grantee has no direct male heir of the body, the letters
patent, in order to preserve a peerage from extinction, may limit the
peerage to the daughter of the grantee and the heirs male of her body,
in default of heir males of the body of the grantee*
Restrictions. A peerage cannot be alienated or surrendered,1 nor has a peerage
any connection with the tenure of land. This last point was finally
decided by the Berkeley Peerage Case (1861), 8 HX.C, 21. A peerage
cannot be created with a limitation of descent which is unknown to
the law relating to real property: Iffltes Pg$rageCasgJ£&69)> 4 H.L.
126. It was decided in the Wensleydale Peerage Case (1856)> 5 H.L.C.
958, that the Crown, although able to create a life peerage, cannot
create such a peerage carrying with it any office of honour—a term
which includes the right to a seat in^the Houseof Lords, This case
illustrates the importariSToftKe diTtmctionlbetween a peerage and a
l^s^dTPariiament. It was unfortunate that the decision shut the
door on aiTattempt'to strengthen the House of Lords without the
need for legislation and without increasing the number of the here-
ditary peerage. The decision was given in spite of weighty arguments
to the contrary. The view which prevailed was that, as the issue of a
writ of summons followed by the taking of his seat by the recipient
created a hereditary peerage, it was therefore impossible to allow
one whose peerage was by letters patent limited to his life to take
his seat.
Disqualifi-
cations.
An alien cannot receive a writ of summons to the House of Lords
nor may a writ of summons be issued to a bankrupt peer* Neither
an infant nor a woman may sit in the House of Lords* It was de-
cided in the case of Viscountess Rhonddtfs Claim, [1922] 2 A,C 339,
that the Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act, 1919, gave no right to
a peeress in her own right to receive a writ of summons to Parliament,
A conviction for felony, if followed by a sentence of imprisonment
for twelve months or upwards, disqualifies from sitting or voting
until after pardon or completion of the term of punishment* A
:peer who is a civil servant is debarred by Treasury Minute from
1 TJie Titles Deprivation Act. 1917, provided for peers and princes being de-
of their dignities and titles on account of their adherence to the enemy

